Part 5B

The Genus Hosta
Graphic Keys to Sub-Genera and Species

By W. George Schmid ®2006 for the Hosta Library

The text and illustrations are copyrighted and are available for personal
reference only. The content may not be published in printed form
without the author’s permission.

Please Note:
Following are the Schematics for arranging Hosta species within the genus and the
subgenera. The arrangements require some adjustments for taxonomic changes and
these are detailed in the individual species descriptions.

GENUS HOSTA
SUBGENUS BRYOCLES
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Scapes round
Perianth widely
bell-shaped
Narrow tube grooved
Lobes type B color

Scapes linear-ridged
Perianth narrowly
bell-shaped
Narrow tube grooved
Lobes type B color

Scapes round
Perianth
spider-flowered
Narrow tube grooved
Lobes type B color

Scapes round
Perianth narrowly
bell-shaped
Narrow tube grooved
Lobes type B pp/C pp

SECTION EUBRYOCLES
(China)

SECTION LAMELLATAE
(Korea)

SECTION
ARACHNANTHAE
(Insular Korea)

SECTION STOLONIFERAE

(Korea and
northeastern China)
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Scapes solid
Bud ball-shaped
Raceme capitate

secund

Scapes hollow
Bud spike-shaped
Raceme racemose

secund

Scapes solid
Bud bracts star-shaped
Raceme racemose
nonsecund or secund

H. ventricosa

H. capitata
H. nakaiana

H. venusta
H. minor

H. yingeri
H. laevigata

H. clausa

Graphic Key for the Species in Subgenus Bryocles
Based on The Genus Hosta — Giboshi Zoku 1991




Subgenus Giboshi
Group 1 and 2

GENUS HOSTA
SUBGENUS GIBOSHI
Group I and Group II

1

Scapes round Scapes round
Lobe type A color Lobe type D color

Bracts imbricated, boat-shaped

Bracts spreading, flat Bracts imbricated, boat-shaped
Anthers yellow or Anthers bluish violet Anthers bluish violet
light purple on yellow Flower narrowly bell-shaped Flower narrowly bell-shaped
Flower funnel-shaped or 1

narrowly bell-shaped

Bracts whitish, leafy l | Bracts green l [ Bracts colored or white

Bracts green or pruinose I |

SECTION PICNOLEPIS

SECTION INTERMEDIAE|
(Central Japan)

SECTION RYNCHOPHORAE
(Central Japan)

(Central and southern
Japan)

SECTION HELIPTEROIDES
(Central and northern
Japan)

H. aequinoctiiantha

H. hypoleuca
H. longipes

H. okamotoi
H. pulchella

H. pynophylla
H. rupifraga
H. takiensis

H. densa
H. kiyosumiensis
H. pachyscapa

H. kikutii

H. crassifolia
H. shikokiana

H. fluctuans
H. montana
H. nigrescens
H. sieboldiana

Graphic Key for the Species in Subgenus Giboshi
Based on The Genus Hosta — Giboshi Zoku 1991




Subgenus Giboshi
Group 3

GENUS HOSTA
SUBGENUS GIBOSHI
Group 111
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Scapes round
Lobe type C color

[

Bracts spreading, flat
Anthers yellowish
Flower funnel-shaped or
narrowly bell-shaped

Bracts imbricated, boat-shaped
Anthers bluish violet
Flower funnel-shaped or
narrowly bell-shaped
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Scapes round
Lobe type B color pp/
C color pp

Bracts imbricated, boat-shaped

Flower narrowly bell-shaped

Anthers bluish violet

Bracts green
Sterile bracts amplexicaul
Leaves lanceolate

Bracts green
Sterile bracts leafy
Leaves lanceolate to
oblanceolate

Bracts green
Sterile bracts leafy
Leaves linear-lanceolate

Bracts green
Sterile bracts leafy
Leaves elliptical, ovate
to cordate

SECTION NIPPONOSTA
(Japan)

SECTION NIPPONOSTA
(Central and northern

Japan)

SECTION NIPPONOSTA
(Central Japan)

SECTION TARDANTHAE

(Japan, Tsushima Island,
southern insular Korea,
northeastern China)

H. atropurpurea
H. calliantha
H. clavata
H. ibukiensis
H. rohdeifolia
H. sieboldii

H. rectifolia
H. alismifolia

H. longissima

H. cathayana
H. gracillima
H. jonesii
H. takahashii
H. tardiva
H. tibai
H. tsushimensis

Graphic Key for the Species in Subgenus Giboshi
Based on The Genus Hosta — Giboshi Zoku 1991

The above schematics exclude Subgenus Hosta, which consists of only one species,
namely H. plantaginea. This species is so different from all other species that it was
classified in its own subgenus (See Part 5A). H. plantaginea is the type for Subgenus
Hosta as well as serving as type for genus Hosta.

Part 5C, following, includes all Species Distribution Maps




